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The ancient carriers 
 
The Rock Dove 
The history of the Racing Pigeon are 3000 year, and 
had a beginning in the ancient Egypt and the other 
counties around the Mediterranean. The very early  
pigeons are related to the Rock Dove who is breeding 
in the whole of the Mediterranean. The Rock Dove 
was made to livestock  and used them for eating and 
used their fertilizer. Some people used   their homing 
instinct as a messenger.  If we look at the picture of 
the Rock Dove at the right, it has red eyes  as the 
English Carrier and is clearly a genetic coincidence. 
  

The Persian Empire 
The next we hear from ancient times are the 
Persian Empire 400 BC. where the Persian used the 
pigeons as messengers in the great empire and also 
as messengers in wartime. These first racing 
pigeons are still in the Middle East and in the old 
days these pigeons were called "Persian Carriers". 
On the right is an example on The Persian Carrier, 
and they were very resistance on the long distance.  
   

 
 

The Persian Empire 400 BC 
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The Roman Empire 
The next thousand year the Persian 
Carrier was used as a messenger.  
The Roman Empire had pigeon 
towers in a certain distance like a 
sort of "chain", and the pigeons 
were transported on donkeys to and 
from. The messengers from Rome or 
reverse took few days which was 
extreme fast in that time. Compared 
with our modern time it was a sort 
of Internet!  
 
Picture in left are a pigeon tower 
from Iran. Still in the Middle east 
there are some of the old pigeon 
towers. 
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The Persian Carrier to Europe 
The next we hear about the Persian Carrier are in the Middle Ages in the 
time of The Crusades for the Holy Land about 1100AC. The Knights Templar 
in the Middle East saw the possibilities in the Persian Carrier, and used the 
pigeons as a messenger in time of war.  
The Knights Templar took some Persian 
Carriers with them back to Europe where 
they introduced them. These pigeons 
were used many hundred years mainly 
by the nobility as a messenger but also in 
the time of war. The pigeons could be in a 
wagon and moved to a new destination 
where the pigeons was accustomed, and 
this was mainly in time of war.    

Left pictures drawing from the middle age with pigeons with messengers. 
Right picture the Knights Templar in full armor. In the battles in the Holy 
Land the Knights Templar was feared. 
   

   

The original Persian Carriers 

exist today in Iran, but are 

named The Highflying Tumblers. 

Notice the long wings and tail! 
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The modern Racing Pigeon 
 

The first Racing Pigeon association   
The real start with organizing to race with pigeons, had its beginning after 
the war of Napoleon in 1815 and it was in Liege in Belgium, and in 1826 the 
first association came in Antwerp. 
The pigeons used was of mixed origin, and in 
Liege they had their own  breed of pigeons 
where there was a breed called "Bizet" and other 
sort of breeds, but they are all gone. The Liege 
pigeons were rather small, had a round head and 
a small bill. It was anyway a fast and persistent 
pigeon. In Antwerp they had the socalled 
"Antwerp Pigeon", and this pigeon type was 
bigger and more resistance against diseases. 
 

The breed of the Belgian Racing Pigeon 

In 1855 and until 1865 the modern Racing Pigeon  was breed in Belgium! 
It is necessary to make it rather straight and simple to mention these 
people who were involved in what is called "The Great Crossings". The 
persons who were the most important were Dr, Chevalier Ulens and 
Beernaerts from Holland who took care of the loft and breeding. They had 
success in mixing and crossing 3 types of pigeons: The Persian Carrier, The 
Baldheadtumbler and The Antwerp Smyter. 

The original Ulens breed had white eyes, the plumage was mostly light in 
color and red (Red tablet/banded). The general building of the pigeons 
were stronger than racing pigeons today and had a long powerful and a 
little "stiff" wing. There is no doubt that these pigeons were some of the 
best breed in Belgium from 1855 and 
until 1865. These crossings that Dr. 
Ulens and Beernaerts made in this 
period at that time and even today are 
some of the best there have been made 
for breeding the modern racing pigeon in  
the genetic and the evolutionary.  It is 
incredible that these fantastic genes still 
are in our pigeon more or less!  

     

Antwerpen 

Liège 

Antwerp Carrier Pigeon 1871 
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The original Ulens breed 
The Persian Carrier - The Baldheadtumbler - The Antwerp Smyter 
 

  
  

These 3 types of pigeons are the most impotence in the original Ulens 
breed. What is called The Great Crossing happened from 1855 until 1865 
and after this the Ulens pigeons were spread out to many important 
fanciers. The last 4 pigeons from this breed was sold in 1872. 

 

 

Carrier Pigeon 1870 

The Persian Carrier 
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The Ulens breed spread out  

Dr Ulens sold his pigeons in 1866 but kept 4 pigeons and these went to 
Wuydis  and when he sold  the pigeons went to Pitteville and  Debruyn. Dr. 
Ulens sold the last 4 pigeons in 1872 to Salsmans. 
The most important person to keep the Ulens breed for the future was 
Wekemans, Director for Antwerp Zoo and he gathered the rest of the Ulens 
breed. Wekemans was buying from Pitteville, Debruyn and later from 
Salsmans. It is now at Wekemans that the Ulens breed is gathered as nearly 
it could be to the original breed. 
After this some good  fanciers like Karel Wegge and Van Schingen had the 
pure Ulens breed from Wekemans and in that way they had a good input 
into their own breed. After the dead of Wekemans both Karel Wegge and 
Vandevelde bought more of the original Ulens breed. On the diagram to the 
right we see the name Delderenne and he was a very good friend to 
Beernaerts who gave him the best of the Ulens breed.    

From 1868 Grooder in Brussels 
had very good results because 
he bought pigeons from 
Delderenne. If we look further 
into the diagram, we can see a 
person in the center Jules 
Janssens and he also had the 
Ulens pigeons from Karel 
Wegge. Besides it was Jules 
Janssens who founded The 
Belgian Pigeon Federation in 
1872.  

If we look on the old pioneers  Van Schingen and Karel Wegge they were the 
very best in compaction. From Van Schingen had Cremer, Antwerp the 
original Ulens pigeons and from him Classens, Brussels had the best of 
Ulens breed. Classens was a fancier who knew about breeding, and in 
selective inbreeding  he succeeded to restore the very best genetics in the 
Ulens breed and Classens created in this way a breed of Racing Pigeons who 
later was spread to the whole world!  

If we look in the bottom of the diagram, one can recognize names on pigeon 
breed who still exist, but more for 40-50 years than now. 
 

 Download Ulens exspand 

file://onewebmedia,ulens-expanded3.pdf/ 

Jules Janssens 
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The early time of Racing  
 

The fantastic time for Pigeon racing 
The years from 1850 until 1860`s and foreword was a fantastic time for the 
Belgian pigeon racing. The author Henin write in his book "How to become 
a champion" about this very early years: "This period from 1855 until 1865 
was a time where the true evolution of the Racing Pigeons genes were 
created. This time or epoch is what we call "The Great Crossing" 

In the sources about these early years from 1855 and forewords until 1870, 
there are not very much about the pigeon races. In some sources it is 
mentioned that the races were 7-800km and there was a race from Rome to 
Belgium from 1855 and 50 years foreword. It must have been some 
performance by the pigeons as they should go over the Alps on the route to 
Belgium. It is therefore that we must recognize that all the pigeons at these 
years were what we call long-distance pigeons!  

If we look at the diagram Ulens expand, then all of these breed were to long 
distance! 

Beneath seen pictures from the early time in the pigeon racing 
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The Persian Carriers influence 

If we look at the influence The Persian Carrier had in the Ulems breed, it is 
certainly the brute force and toughness which is necessary for the very long 
distance. In the time of 1850 there were an import of pigeons from the 
Middle east to Holland and these pigeons were called "Bagdads". These 
pigeons exist even today!  

In Iran every large city have their own version of these pigeons and they are 
called "Iran Highflying Tumblers" and the best breed or version should be 
from Teheran. The fanciers who have these pigeons do not have the pigeons 
as omamental pigeons but look  more at the flight characteristics where he 
pigeons are persistence in the flight around the loft. Usual the pigeons can 
fly  8-12 hours but 15-18 hours can also be seen at good trained pigeons. 
Young pigeons easily fly 8 hours.  

If we look at the pictures of Iran Highflying 
Tumbler, it is very clearly with the long wing 
and the fairly long tail, the small round head 
with the eyes which many times are white. 
Those pigeon who have very light or white eyes 
have also a large pupil as seen on the pigeon to 
the left. The Ulens breed had white eyes with a 
large pupil as it has been described, and this is 
a very sure link to the modern "Persian 
Carrier"! The eyes in Ulens breed could also be 
red or dark. The picture shown are "Iran 
Teheran  Highflying Tumbler" 

   

 

Left  is Iran Highflying Tumbler with 

small head, long wing and tail. 

Underneath Carrier Pigeons from 

the 1850`s with long tail and wing 
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 Release of Racing Pigeons in the 1870`s. 
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Left painting from 1872 and right painting of The English Carrier 1850`s 

 

 

The modern Racing Pigeon 


