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Racing Pigeon over the sea 

 

The 14 of June 2025 we had a race from Åbenrå 281 km. Unfortunately 
there was some problem from the sun, which gave some pigeons problem 
with the bearing. The cock 217-24-812A took a trip over the North Sea and 
thereafter turn back to the coast. This sort of flying over water and into land 
is not unusual, but the vey interesting in this case is what the cock 812 is 
doing in arrival to the coast! (White arrow).  

In the following pages there will be illustration of what maneuver the 
pigeon are doing.  Underneath you can download the route and see the data 
for the route.  

Download 14. June 2025 
Wind easy southeast. 

https://skyleader.com.tw/share/202506263tZrxc 
 

 
Average 

speed 
Top speed 

Average 
height 

Max 
height 

Distance 
Distance 

flown 

812A 1280 3940 114 1802 281 511 

If one look at the statistic for the route, it is easy to see that the numbers for 
Top speed and Max Height are rather unusual. This unusual event on the 
route is what this article is about.    

 

https://skyleader.com.tw/share/202506263tZrxc
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Route map with time, speed and height 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

When the pigeon reach the coast, the heights and speed are very low.  The 
speeds are between 600 to 900m/m and the heights are 2 to 9 meters. 
At 10.01 to 10.10.50 the pigeon goes up to 730 meters, and this movement 
are not vey unusual for racing pigeons when they want to have an overlook 
in the landscape.  
However the next movement from 730 meters to 1802 meters are rather 
exceptional because the pigeon rise 1 kilometer in 30 seconds! We can see 
that the speed upwards are 1887 m/m (115 km/hour). 
After this movement the pigeon dive from 1802 meters to 154 meters in 30 
seconds. The speed downwards are a stunning  3940 m/m (236 km/hour).  

Landscape at the event 
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Route map seen vertical 

 

Total ascent are in 3 phases  

1. Ascent to 730 meters:  
It is very normal for racing pigeons to go higher up to have an overview and this 
is often when the pigeon rich open water. Usual it is about 700 meters. In this 
situation the pigeon goes against the wind which will give a good lift. 

2. Ascent from 730 to 1802 meters. 
It is obvious that the  pigeon turn and goes upwards with a tailwind. When one 
look at the data for this ascent, there are two things to observe; 
1. The pigeon goes upwards in a speed of 1887 m/m (115 km/hour)!  
2. From 730 to 1802 meters there are 1070 meters, and it takes only 30 seconds! 
How it is possible for the pigeon to go upwards 1 km. in 30 seconds in 115 
km/hour, there must be a natural explanation! We must have a look at the 
meteorological situation:  

The wind was easy from southeast and  came as a 
warm wind, which gave a temperature at 22 C and 
a humidity at 50%. When this hot dry wind hit the 
west coast it is like a wall with the cold sea and  
high humidity. If we look at the picture it is clearly 
there are a dry hot wind going upwards. It must be 
obvious, that the pigeon are lifted fastly upwards! 
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3. Ascent from 1802 to 154 meters. 
When the pigeon reach the height of 1802 meters, one can see that the pigeon 
wanted to go to a lower and more normal flying level.  
When we look at the data at 154 meters, it shows an extreme speed of 3940 m/m 
which is a speed of 236 km/hour. If the pigeon really go with that speed all the 
way, it will crash into the water and be killed. 
It takes around 30 seconds all the way from 1802 to 154 meters, but if we 
imagine that the pigeon starts with an direct dive, it must be possible that the 
pigeon gets the speed over 300 km/hour! After around 20 second the pigeon 
probably starts to lower the speed to a normal flying speed. 

Birds with top speed 

It is well-known that the Peregrine Falcon reach a top speed up to 380 
km/hour, and also the Golden Eagle can reach 322 km/hour. 
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The Racing Pigeon 217-23-812A 
It is the Racing Pigeon cock 812 who made this stunning event to go up to 
1,8 km. and down again in a extreme high speed of over 300 km/hour. The 
father is Delbar van Riel and the mother is of Van de Vegen. 

 

 

Here we see the wing of 812 witch show a 
good balance between outer and inner 
wing. Above are shown the curve of the 
inner wing which is of great important. A 
good curve will give the pigeon a good lift 
in the air. 


